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DENTAL RADIOLOGY EQUIPMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

· All items are from Henry Schein Catalog with catalog numbers.  Some of these items may need be in the veterinary catalog but the number is what you need (some numbers from the human dental catalog).

· There are other companies that carry some items but Schein is the leader in the human dentistry supply and so items may be generic saving money.

· Schein 800-872-4346….recommend you get one rep assigned to you and work with them only and then ask for “best price.”

· Lease programs available on the x-ray unit.
· Any of the veterinary x-ray machines will do.

· Easiest if veterinary machine so exposures are predetermined for you.

· Wall mount is better than floor model on wheels. I have been in too many hospitals that have the dental x-ray machine on wheels and it is so cumbersome to move that it ends up not being used.

Recommended initial purchase list:

All items are initial quantity of one unless otherwise noted.

Items with a * at the end will be needed on a ongoing basis (not just initial purchase)

1. Wall mount dental xray unit  with long arm of at least 75 inch extension.
2. Chairside darkroom  (173-1381).
3. Amber-orange lid for chairside darkroom (189-6416).

4. Size 2 xray film generic Schein brand DX-58 (100-7066)*

5. Size 4 xray film Kodak (not available in generic) DF-50 (111-1262)-order 2 boxes (they are small boxes)*

6. Film hangers used to dry the radiographs (100-9196) – order 2-3.

7. Film developing clips box of 12 (100-0921)

8. Illuminator light box Schein generic (100-4669) – recommend 2 –one for dental operatory and second one for an exam room to show owners (increases perception of value).  One with a built on magnifier is helpful for the dental operatory (manufacturer Rinn 189-7387).

9. Film storage envelopes to put into a file for storage (135-6163)-called Clear View Envelopes-or use coin envelopes from office supply store.

10. Rapid developer and fixer by Schein (102-4581)*

11. Skull of medium size dog from Skulls Unlimited at www.skullsunlimited.com.

Digital dental x-ray vs. chairside darkroom-what’s the difference?

Digital dental x-ray programs are available but the sensor for it only comes in small and will not be large enough to take a radiograph of large dog teeth. Since most of our dental work involves fractures of upper fourth premolars on large dogs, a chairside darkroom is still needed.  Also, the cost of these programs (thousands of dollars) does require a dedicated laptop computer linked to the hospital network of computers (more cost). The digital dental program also requires some degree of computer savy.  Dental radiographs are much more difficult to position and take than regular body radiographs and having a small sensor just makes a hard job even harder.  In the future time, when a larger sensor becomes available, then my recommendations will change.  I do not expect a larger sensor any time in the near future as the digital version is manufactured after the human sensor and the human dentists only need a small sensor-therefore, the manufacturer would be setting up a production line for a product to be purchased by such a small number of doctors-veternarians (cost prohibitive?).

RECOMMENDED READING BOOKS
--Atlas of Canine and Feline Dental Radiology, published by Veterinary Learning Systems.  Schein order number 157-2079.  Authors Mulligan, Aller.

---An Atlas of Veterinary Dental Radiology, published by Iowa State University Press. Authors DeForge, Colmery.
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