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BARTONELLA TESTING OF CATS – 
INFORMATION FOR VETERINARIANS
· Bacteria transmitted by fleas.
· Zoonosis of concern as cat scratch fever in people and 21 other diseases in people.

· 20% of healthy cats test positive. Cats can be bacteremic for years or life.

· Recommend test all cats/kittens at time of leukemia, FIV testing – you will find many positives.  When find positives, bring in other cats from household for testing.

· Blood test sent to National Vet Labs 201-891-2992. Get account set up for billing.

· Treated cats that are +2 positive with inflammation and all cats +3, +4 positive.

· Treatment of azithromycin 10 mg/kg sid for 21 days.  Azithromycin liquid available as generic at Schein or have compounded with fish flavor.

· Do NOT treat untested cats.

· Re-test in six months with a titer test (different from the initial test) to determine effectiveness of treatment.

· Rare cat to cat transmission so can keep a positive cat with a negative cat.

· Some young cats with mild gingival inflammation will be positive for Bartonella.  
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